
BA HONS COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY YEAR 2

Professional Development Plan (PDP) 2

The PDP is an essential component of your BACP203 Professional Practice 2 module. 
This is a document that you will develop and continue adding to as you progress through 
your studies. Your PDP will help you to identify your strengths and weaknesses, clarify 
your goals and give purpose and direction to your career aspirations. 


This document template should be saved into your own folder on Google Drive and the file renamed e.g. 
YOURNAME-PDP.docx. Future edits to the document should be made online.. This document must be fully 
completed and placed in your folder on Google drive by the module deadline – Friday 26th May 2017. Your 
tutor will review the document when assessing your work for the Professional Practice Module 

PART 1  

1. Reflecting on learning to date 

Looking back at module BACP104 that you completed in your 1st year, provide a 
brief evaluative summary of your learning from Professional Practice. You may copy 
text from your 104 submission. 

Looking back at my evaluation of my PDP last year I said: After the first Professional 
Practice module I have learnt that you need to get yourself out there and assist oth-
er photographers within different genres of photography to learn more about the dif-
ferent subjects but also don't be scared to ask people to assist on their shoots so 
that I can learn more.  Also, doing my own photography work for people means I am 
responsible if anything goes wrong and learn what it will be like in the industry. I 
have also learnt that I need to reflect on myself to see what I can do to improve my 
skills but also think hard about what subjects I enjoy and where I might see myself 
in 5 years’ time. 


Looking back at what I said I think I have learnt from my mistakes from last year and 
have achieved what I set out to do, such as assisting a fashion photographer called 
Holly McGlynn. I loved assisting Holly as I learnt so much from the experience and I 
hope that in the year to come I can assist her again and make contacts with other 
photographers to get more assisting work and begin to make a name for myself. 
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Look carefully at your PDP from the 1st year. Reflecting on the strengths and weak-
nesses that you identified and the learning objectives that you set for yourself, how 
successful were you in achieving these last year? 

My strength from last year were:

• Organised

• Friendly/Helpful 
• Experienced in customer service roles  
• Passionate about photography  


Looking back at these strengths I still think these are accurate and will hopefully still 
be in the future. Looking back at my weaknesses they were:

• Not very self-reflective 
• Written work
• Self-doubt 
• Stress if I feel I have too much work to do at one time


I still my weaknesses apply as I feel that they are still a challenge, but I have found 
ways of coping with them and organising myself well so that I don't get over-
whelmed with the amount of work I need to do 

What if any new learning or insights have you gained this academic year? 

After last year and starting this academic year, I feel my confidence in my photogra-
phy and myself has grown. This has given me the confidence to put myself out 
there and in return get assisting work. Also, since starting this term, I am not just 
focusing on fashion photography but expanded my interest into portrait photogra-
phy as well. 
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2. Considering Yourself 

What result did you get from the Jung typology personality test? How accurate did 
you find this result? How much of a bearing do you feel this may have when consid-
ering your approach to professional practice and your career?

for the Jung typology test I got 16% Extravert, 12% Sensing, 12% Feeling and 26% 
Judging which is the category ESFJ. When first getting these results, I was a bit 
confused on what they meant. But when reading what the test meant, I agreed with 
most of what it said about me. Now that I know this information I don't think it’s go-
ing to change my approach to my professional practice and career, as I want to 
show my true self and if that means I fall under ESFJ that’s great.


What result did you get from the Work Values test? How accurate or revealing did 
you find this result? How much of a bearing do you feel this may have when consid-
ering your approach to professional practice and your career?

Looking at my results from the work values test, similar to the Jung typology per-
sonality test, I didn’t really think too much into the results. I think that it is good to 
see the results and from taking the test what this thinks I fall under. But just because 
I fall under a certain category does not mean I am suddenly going to change my 
whole thinking. However, I do know that I need to start thinking about my approach 
to my career and how I am going to achieve my goals this year and really start to 
understand how to get into the industry of fashion and portrait photography. 
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In the context of your life and career aspirations, consider the Japanese idea of Iki-
gai. Can you identify any key aspects within the four dimensions?

That which you love That which you are good at

• Creativity

• Experimenting 

• Fashion 

• Learning new skills

• Looking at Trends 

• Photography

• Photography- Fashion and portrait  

• Coming up with interesting pho-

tographic ideas 

• persisting and never giving up

• Learning from my mistakes and 

developing from them 

That which you can be paid for That which the world needs

• Photography 

• Being creative 

• Having new ideas 

• Photography 

• Fashion 

• Creativity

• Advertising/magazines 
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3. Career Aspirations 

Where have you been?  
In order to move on from where you are today you need to understand how your 
studies and/or career to date have progressed, and what values, beliefs, desires 
and influences have affected your decisions and actions. Key questions to consider: 
How have you progressed to date? What have been your primary motivators or in-
fluences? What, if anything, has prevented you from progressing? What have you 
learned from past experiences that might help you in the future?

Since last year I think I have progressed a lot both in my photography skills and 
thinking. After doing the research from last year and starting year 2, I have learnt a 
lot about myself as a photographer and the photography industry. By doing this re-
search it has made me think more about the industry I want to go into and also what 
type of photography I enjoy the most. I have decided that the industry that excites 
and intrigues me the most is fashion and portrait photography. 

Looking at my primary motivations and influences I think that I started studying 
photography as I have always loved doing it but what has kept me motivated is my 
interest in learning new skills and developing my practice further to be the best pho-
tographer I can. My main influences have to be fashion photographers such as 
David Bailey and Corinne Day. I have always loved their work and they inspire me to 
try new techniques. An influence closer to home has to be my great Uncle, Tom 
Stobart, who was a film maker and photographer. I love hearing stories about all his 
adventures, such as being on the crew for the first people to climb Mount Everest 
and film it. 

Hearing stories makes me want to have adventures and travel the world doing fash-
ion and portrait photography. When thinking about what is preventing me from mov-
ing forward and progressing is I think my confidence. That said, I do think my confi-
dence in myself and my work has grown recently although there is still a need to 
build it further so that I can achieve my goals. I think that with anything I do within 
photography I learn from what goes right and what goes wrong and I think that with 
each experience I learn and grow to make my work better and to grow. 
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Where are you now?  
This question is concerned with your current study and/or employment situation. 
What kind of student/worker/professional are you? How do you feel about your cur-
rent professional situation? What are your key strengths and weaknesses? Are there 
any impediments to you achieving your aspirations (e.g. financial, circumstantial)

Looking at where I am now in both my studies and in the industry, I think that I am 
slowly getting to where I want to be. I know that to reach my goals I still have a long 
way to go but I hope that if I have a determined attitude to both my studies and 
photographic work, in the end I will achieve my goals. I think that my strengths are:

• Organised

• Friendly/Helpful 
• Creative 
• Passionate about photography  

• Happy to learn 


My weakness are:

• Self-doubt 

• Confidence 

• Shyness 

• Written work

• Fear of failure 

• Stress on not being good enough 


I hope that if I use my strengths to conquer my weakness there will be nothing to 
stop me from achieving my goals. However, I do know that I need to work on them, 
especially my confidence in my own work. But as my confidence grows I hope that 
my image taking will become better with the skills I learn. 

Looking at my professional situation at the moment I know that I need to push my-
self more to get assisting work so that I can learn more about the industry and learn 
skills from a variety of people within. I am slowly starting to do this but I know I need 
to find even more opportunities. When looking at my current situation in my studies 
in the industry, my main fear is that I will fail - whether that’s in this course or after 
leaving university – but ultimately, I will not make it in the industry. This worries me 
as there is nothing else I want to do. But I hope that because of this, my passion for 
the subject and doing this course will drive me to get good grades and succeed. 
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4. Professional Skills and Qualities 

Where do you want to be?  
What are your goals and aspirations? What are you most motivated by? What do 
you actually want to achieve? What type of job do you ultimately aspire to working 
in? Where do you want to be based geographically? How much money do you 
want/need to make?

My current career aspiration is to become a fashion and portrait photographer. I 
don’t mind where I live as it more depends on how the fashion industry is doing at 
that time. However, at the moment my choice is London although this might change 
depending on job opportunities. In three years’ time I would like to be in an as-
sistant working for a fashion and portrait photographer or just starting my own stu-
dio. I want to be learning from them and getting knowledge from the industry as I 
live it. I also hope that I am starting to branch out as my own photographer and cre-
ating my own network of people in the industry. 

From the seminar session in week 12, what are the most important professional 
skills that you need to acquire/develop to succeed in your chosen career? Based on 
where you are currently, how would you score yourself? Use a scale where 1 = Poor 
and 5 = Excellent

Professional Skill Y o u r 
Score

Using Social Media to show off work and creating contacts 4

Networking within my chosen industry 3

Marketing and branding myself 2

Reflecting on my learning and skills I have learnt 5

Self Confidence 2
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Developing and experimenting on my knowledge and skills within photography 4

From the same session what are the most important professional qualities or behav-
iours that you need to acquire/develop to succeed in your chosen career? Based on 
where you are currently, how would you score yourself? Use a scale where 1 = Poor 
and 5 = Excellent

Professional qualities/behaviours Y o u r 
Score

Eagerness to learn and learn new things 4

Working with models and briefing the shoots 3

Working with other photographers to refine my skills 3

Be confident and ask to assist people 2

Developing my skills further so that I can be the best photographer I can 2

Keep progressing on my marketing and branding ideas to stand out from other in 
the industry 

3

Considering your career aspirations and the list of skills and qualities that you have 
identified above, what are your key development priorities? What are your strategies 
for addressing and achieving these?
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5. Promoting yourself 

Looking at the list above, my main priorities is to build my confidence so that I will 
begin to experience the industry first hand whether that’s by assisting or with actual 
clients. Though this project has been all about how you are branding and marketing 
yourself I need to push those ideas further to really understand the fashion and por-
trait photography so that I have a good starting point when I leave university. I also 
need to make sure I keep posting and telling people about what I am doing on so-
cial media, as it’s a great way to make connections and to start getting your name 
recognised.  


Based on your current situation and your aspirations, write a brief (Approx. 250 
words) personal and professional profile that outlines your knowledge, skills and 
experience. This statement may form part of your CV and may also appear on your 
website
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I’m Laura, a second-year photography student studying commercial photography. I 
am passionate about photography and, in particular, fashion and portrait photogra-
phy. I am a hard-working individual who works well on my own as well as in a team. I 
keep great time and am always willing to learn new skills. I listen well to others and 
take their points of view into mind as well as coming up with my own ideas. I am 
friendly, helpful and polite and are willing to give anything a try.  

Looking at the experiences I have had this year such as assisting Holly McGlynn 
twice on two very different shoots: the first shoot was for a fashion magazine; and 
the second was to create portraits of an actor in a new tv show. These experiences 
means that I keep expanding my knowledge and understanding of the industry and 
whilst also expanding my skills in the field I want to be in.  Over the last two years my 
excitement and knowledge has only grown with each experience. I am looking for-
ward to the years to come so that I can learn even more from the influences around 
me and bring them into my own work.

Following the session on marketing and promotion, write a brief evaluative summary 
of your marketing strategy
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PART 2 

My marketing strategy is to keep building on my branding ideas to help develop a 
name for myself. I also want to start making connections with photographers in my 
chosen industry so that I can assist and learn new skills and also be able to ask 
them questions about their branding, pricing and target audience. This will help me 
branch out on my own when I’m ready. I also hope that by assisting a variety of 
photographers and they are happy with my work and, through them, I might be in-
troduced to more photographers who I can then assist, but also, when I do branch 
out, be happy to help me and give references to clients. 


Career Planning – How are you going to get there? 
Considering your ultimate career aspirations outlined above, consider where you 
would ideally like to be over the next few years? Do you intend to continue with fur-
ther study? Are you looking for paid employment or do you intend to work as a free-
lancer? Will your creative career be full or part time? Where do you plan to be based 
geographically? 

Use the following to begin planning the course from where you are now, to where 
you ultimately want to be.

For the remainder of this academic year, until June 2018: What are your personal 
learning goals? What do you hope to achieve?

• Develop and refining my skills within fashion photography 

• Working with real life clients outside of my assignment

• Assist more fashion photographers 

• Plan more fashion shoots 

• Find work either assisting fashion photographers or my own clients for over the 

summer 
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5. Professional Engagement 

From September 2018: How do you plan to direct your final year? 

• Work with stylists and make-up artists 

• Shoot at least once a week both in the studio and on location 

• Assist a variety of different fashion photographers (Not just one) 

• Experiment on shoots with different styles and ideas I have  

• Plan to do both work for assignments and outside of university to start getting my 

name out 

• Collaborate with other courses 

• Make sure to plan and keep on top of work 


1 year from now, from July 2018: The year after you graduate, or your 2nd year in 
work

The year after I graduate I plan to have moved to London or a city with a big fashion 
photography industry and work for a variety of different fashion photographers so 
that I can really start to put my name out into the industry.


3 Years from now 

3 years from now I hope to have stopped assisting photographers and have started 
to get clients within fashion photography on my own and to have started to create a 
network of reliable people within the industry who understand my skills and the cre-
ativity I can bring.

5 Years from now

5 years from now I hope to have a number of regular clients as well as a regular flow 
of new clients so that I have a regular income. I also hope to have had my work 
published in fashion magazines such as i-D. 
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6. Final Evaluation 

From the professional engagement that you have been asked to develop with this 
module, e.g work placement, portfolio reviews, interviews with industry specialists – 
what are the most important/ valuable things that you have learned? 

• Creating and insightful portfolio of images that show off my work to its fullest 

• Being able to make logos, websites, name etc to help to start making a name for 

myself within the industry 

• Working with photographers to further expand my knowledge of the industry 

• Making sure I plan everything and not leave it till the last minute 

• Being able to create a promotional video using premier pro 

• Being able to hear critical thinking about my work and then take on this thinking 

and bring it into my work 


Considering all of the learning experiences within this module and your own inde-
pendent study, please provide a critically reflective evaluation of your engagement 
with the module.

Looking back at the entirety of this project I think I have learnt a lot about myself as 
a photographer and how to network with people within the industry of fashion pho-
tography. I think I have engaged well with this module and have used it to its full po-
tential.
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